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HOW TO READ THIS GUIDE
Every claim carries a label. If it isn’t known yet, we say so. We don’t invent gameplay, map sizes, or menus
Rockstar hasn’t shown.

CONFIRMED

Official from Rockstar,
Take-Two, PlayStation,
or Xbox.

REPORTED

A credible outlet. Not an
official post we opened
ourselves.

RUMOR

Unverified. Treat it as
smoke until someone
official talks.

GENERAL

Practical advice — not a
claim about an
unreleased menu or
mission.

This is not the free Launch-Day Checklist. It’s the deeper briefing: timing, setup, what Rockstar has
actually shown of Leonida, and how to spend the first hour without getting burned by rumors.

THE LAUNCH CLOCK
Today is Tuesday, November 10. Launch is Thursday, November 19 — nine days out.

RELEASE Thursday, November 19, 2026. CONFIRMED

PLATFORMS PlayStation 5 (including PS5 Pro) and Xbox Series X|S. No PS4
version. A PC version has not been announced.

CONFIRMED

PRICE Standard $79.99 · Ultimate $99.99, in US dollars. CONFIRMED

UPGRADE Standard owners — digital or code-in-box — can buy the Ultimate
Edition Upgrade later from the platform store. No physical
Ultimate Edition.

CONFIRMED

PS5 UNLOCK Midnight local on November 19. In the US and Canada, that is
12:00 AM ET.

CONFIRMED

XBOX UNLOCK Launches the same date, November 19. We haven’t
seen a separate official Xbox midnight-local post —
use your store countdown as the clock.

CONFIRMED GENERAL

MODE Rockstar and PlayStation describe Grand Theft Auto VI as a
single-player experience. No online mode has been announced.

CONFIRMED

YOUR MOVE

Digital: confirm the 212GB download is actually running today. Physical: redeem the code on
November 12 — the day the box can show up — so the preload can finish before launch night.
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PRELOAD AND THE BOX
Digital preload is already open. Physical copies are a download code, not a disc. Finish this before
November 19 — not at 11:58 PM on the 18th.

PS5 DIGITAL CONFIRMED

Preload opened Tuesday, November 10, at midnight local time. Sony says to clear at least 212GB. If
the file is not already downloading, start it today.

XBOX SERIES X|S DIGITAL REPORTED

Preload opened worldwide at 12:00 AM GMT November 10, which was 7:00 PM ET Monday, November
9. Engadget and The Verge report up to 212GB on Xbox as well. Sony’s 212GB figure is the official one
for PS5.

PHYSICAL, FROM NOVEMBER 12 CONFIRMED

Boxes reach retailers starting November 12. There is no disc inside — the box holds a download code.
Redeem it the day you get it and start the preload. You still cannot play until November 19.

WHERE TO BUY, AND REGIONS CONFIRMED

Sony and Rockstar say to buy from reputable retailers. Codes are tied to your platform-account
region. Buy and redeem in that same region so the code works.

PRE-ORDER BONUSES

VINTAGE VICE CITY PACK CONFIRMED

Included with pre-orders and purchases before November 20, 2026, per Rockstar Support and
Take-Two. Official contents: a ’55 Vapid Stanier Sedan and Garage, outfits and hairstyles, and an
exclusive weapon pattern. Code-in-box copies include the pack too.

ONE MONTH OF GTA+ CONFIRMED

A digital-store offer, not something in the physical box. On PlayStation Store, digital Standard or
Ultimate purchased on or before November 19, 2026 qualifies. Claim by March 31, 2027. After the free
month it auto-renews at the regular price unless you cancel in Subscriptions Management. The
Ultimate Edition Upgrade alone is not eligible. On Xbox, Microsoft’s listing says redeem within 180
days of the pre-order.

ULTIMATE EDITION CONFIRMED

Official copy: an exclusive collection of premium vehicles, weapons, apparel, and action “threaded
across all aspects of Jason and Lucia’s story,” with “new items uncovered behind each chapter.”
Don’t expect the full catalog in the first hour.
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INSTALL AND SETUP
Official PlayStation path unless a line is marked otherwise. Work from the account that bought the game.

PS5 — DO THIS NOW CONFIRMED

01 Confirm you are signed into the same account that placed the order. Check Order History: avatar ›
Order History.

02 Clear space. Settings › Storage. Sony’s minimum is 212GB.

03 Turn on auto-install in Rest Mode: Settings › Saved Data and Game/App Settings › Automatic
Updates › Auto-Install in Rest Mode.

04 Stay online in Rest Mode: Settings › System › Power Saving › Features Available in Rest Mode › Stay
Connected to the Internet. Then enter Rest Mode from the Control Center (Power › Enter Rest
Mode).

05 Confirm the download started — and later, that it finished. Open Downloads/Uploads from the
Control Center and select the GTA VI download. If it’s listed but not moving: Pause, then Resume. If it
still won’t start: Cancel and Delete, return to Game Library, and download again.

06 Keep system software set to download and install updates automatically (Settings › System ›
System Software › System Software Update and Settings).

07 If you share the console, enable Console Sharing and Offline Play (Settings › Users and Accounts ›
Other) so other accounts on that PS5 can play.

XBOX — REPORTED PATH REPORTED

Engadget’s preload report: on Xbox, search Grand Theft Auto VI in the Microsoft Store and install, or
enable “Keep My Games & Apps Up to Date” under Settings › System › Updates. We’re citing the outlet, not
a Microsoft support page we opened.

PHYSICAL CODE-IN-BOX, FROM NOVEMBER 12 CONFIRMED

When the box arrives: avatar › Redeem Code, then enter the code. If it’s missing or unreadable, contact
the retailer — not a random social-media “fix.” Then follow the same preload steps. Sony notes you can
upgrade to Ultimate from the PlayStation Store, and mentions a QR code in the box for the upgrade. You
cannot play until November 19.

BEFORE YOU WALK AWAY

GENERAL Confirm the download finished, not just started. A 212GB file can take hours.

RUMOR Leave auto-updates on. A required launch-day patch has not been officially confirmed; it is
still the right setting.

RUMOR A circulating claim that PS5 firmware 14.22 is required has not been stated by Sony or
Rockstar. Keep the console updated anyway.
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INSTALL AND SETUP
Continued.

REPORTED Xbox store terms say some features may require a Rockstar Games account. If you already
have one, sign in now so you are not inventing a password at midnight.

SETTINGS TO CHANGE FIRST
Two lists: console settings you can finish today, and an in-game pass for midnight. We haven’t seen the full
GTA VI settings menu. Any in-game toggle Rockstar hasn’t published is marked GENERAL or REPORTED.

CONSOLE, BEFORE LAUNCH

CONFIRMED Confirm you still have the space. Other downloads will eat into that 212GB if you aren’t
watching.

CONFIRMED On PS5, Tempest 3D Audio is an officially listed feature for GTA VI. If you play with a headset,
check your console 3D Audio settings now.

CONFIRMED Official PS5 features also include DualSense haptic feedback, adaptive triggers, and the
controller speaker. Use a DualSense or DualSense Edge if you have one.

GENERAL Set your TV or monitor the way you already like it (including HDR). Fine-tune brightness
in-game when you can.

CONFIRMED If you claim the free month of GTA+, Sony’s terms say the on-screen flow will show when the
paid renewal starts. Cancel in Subscriptions Management before that date if you don’t want it
to continue. Claim by March 31, 2027.

WHEN THE GAME FIRST OPENS

Spend two minutes here before you skip into the story.

CONFIRMED Language first. Sony’s support chart lists English as the only language with both voice and
text. Other listed languages are text-only. Set this before you start.

GENERAL Turn subtitles on, at a size you can actually read.

GENERAL Run a brightness or HDR calibration if the game offers one.

GENERAL Set camera invert, look sensitivity, and aim assist before the first driving or shooting section.

GENERAL Check the audio mix — dialogue, music, effects — and confirm 3D audio here too if you use it.

REPORTED PlayStation’s GTA VI support page mentions accessibility settings. VGC, quoting a Rockstar
statement, reported that DualSense haptic feedback is “adjustable via accessibility settings.”
We haven’t opened a Rockstar original of that statement. Check the menu.
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SETTINGS TO CHANGE FIRST
Continued.

PERFORMANCE — WHAT IS ACTUALLY KNOWN REPORTED

VGC and Push Square reported a Rockstar statement that Grand Theft Auto VI targets 30 frames per
second on current-gen consoles, with improved clarity through PSSR and ray-traced shadows only
on PS5 Pro. A separate 60 fps “performance mode” has not been announced by Rockstar. Don’t burn
launch night hunting for a toggle that may not exist. We haven’t independently opened the original
Rockstar post, so this stays REPORTED.

ONLY IN LEONIDA
What Rockstar has actually put on the page — not fan-map speculation, and not a leaked layout.

“Vice City, USA. Jason and Lucia have always known the deck is stacked against them. But when an
easy score goes wrong, they find themselves on the darkest side of the sunniest place in America, in the
middle of a criminal conspiracy stretching across the state of Leonida — forced to rely on each other
more than ever if they want to make it out alive.”

Rockstar Games, official GTA VI site    ·    CONFIRMED

Vice City is the neon-soaked city at the center. Leonida is the state around it. PlayStation describes the
game as unfolding “all across the state” and calls it “the biggest, most expansive evolution of the series
yet.”

NAMED PLACES ROCKSTAR HAS SHOWN CONFIRMED

These names come from Rockstar’s own screenshot gallery, official artwork postcards, character bios, or official Ultimate
Edition copy. We list them because Rockstar used them. We don’t have official day-one descriptions of what you’ll do in
each one.

VICE CITY
The city. Official copy also uses “Southside Vice City”
and “Washington Beach.”

LEONIDA KEYS
Official screenshot gallery. Jason’s official bio places
him in “the Keys.”

PORT GELLHORN
Named in Rockstar’s official screenshot gallery and
postcard art.

AMBROSIA
Named in Rockstar’s official screenshot gallery and
postcard art.

GRASSRIVERS
Named on official Rockstar postcard artwork.

MOUNT KALAGA NATIONAL PARK
Official postcard art. Ultimate Edition copy also cites
“the backwoods of Mount Kalaga.”
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ONLY IN LEONIDA
Continued.

LEONIDA PENITENTIARY
Named in Lucia’s official bio.

ALSO NAMED
Shore Drive, Gambit Bay, Watson Bay, and Paradise
Garage appear in official Ultimate Edition copy.

WHAT THIS GUIDE WILL NOT CLAIM

We won’t give you a map size, a start location, or a “best first neighborhood.” We won’t repeat unofficial
activity lists — animal counts, mini-golf, and the rest — from coverage we couldn’t verify against an official
or original source. Until Rockstar, or a source we can open and check, says it, it stays out. No leak-based
maps. No secret-spot lists.

LUCIA AND JASON
Official character copy from Rockstar. No leak bios, and no invented personality notes.

LUCIA CAMINOS CONFIRMED

“Lucia’s father taught her to fight as soon as
she could walk. Life has been coming at her
swinging ever since. Fighting for her family
landed her in the Leonida Penitentiary. Sheer
luck got her out. Lucia’s learned her lesson —
only smart moves from here.”

She wants the good life her mom has dreamed
of since their days in Liberty City. “Fresh out of
prison and ready to change the odds in her
favor, Lucia’s committed to her plan — no
matter what it takes.” “A life with Jason could
be her way out.”

JASON DUVAL CONFIRMED

“Jason wants an easy life, but things just keep
getting harder.”

He grew up around grifters and crooks. After a
stint in the Army, “he found himself in the Keys
doing what he knows best, working for local
drug runners. It might be time to try something
new.”

“Meeting Lucia could be the best or worst thing
to ever happen to him.”

HOW THEY FIT CONFIRMED GENERAL

The official story frame is a couple, an easy score that goes wrong, and a conspiracy that stretches
across Leonida. They are “forced to rely on each other more than ever.” It is a single-player
experience. Rockstar hasn’t published a day-one control scheme for switching characters. Don’t
assume a GTA V-style switch until you see it in the game.
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LUCIA AND JASON
Continued.

EDITION ITEMS AND THE STORY CONFIRMED

If you pre-ordered, the Vintage Vice City Pack is yours: a ’55 Vapid Stanier Sedan and Garage, outfits
and hairstyles, and an exclusive weapon pattern. Ultimate Edition bonuses are “threaded across all
aspects of Jason and Lucia’s story,” with “new items uncovered behind each chapter.” Those are
cosmetic and story-threaded extras — not a stand-in for learning the game, and not all waiting in the
first garage.

ALSO INTRODUCED ON ROCKSTAR’S OFFICIAL SITE CONFIRMED

Official introductions — not a day-one list of who you’ll meet first, and not a spoiler of how their stories connect.

CAL HAMPTON

Jason’s friend and a fellow associate of
Brian’s. Official copy: Cal “feels safest hanging
at home, snooping on Coast Guard comms with
a few beers and some private browser tabs
open.” “Casual paranoia loves company, but his
friend Jason has bigger plans.”

BOOBIE IKE

“Boobie is a local Vice City legend — and acts
like it.” Official copy says he is “one of the few
to transform his time in the streets into a
legitimate empire spanning real estate, a strip
club, and a recording studio.” “Boobie’s all
smiles until it’s time to talk business.”

THE FIRST HOURS
A launch-night plan. Where a step depends on a menu or system we haven’t seen, it is marked GENERAL.

AT MIDNIGHT

CONFIRMED Unlock on PS5 is midnight local, November 19 (US and Canada: 12:00 AM ET). Xbox launches
the same date; use your store countdown if you are on Xbox.

RUMOR Let the console sit on a finished preload with auto-updates on. If a day-one patch exists, you
want it installed before you start. A required launch-day patch hasn’t been officially
confirmed.

CONFIRMED Take-Two called pre-order levels “unprecedented” and “far in excess” of expectations. Expect
busy stores and busy servers.

GENERAL If the game or store hangs, wait and retry. Check Rockstar Support before you panic-reinstall.

GENERAL Ignore leaked “early access” links and fake key sellers. Buy only from official stores and known
retailers.
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THE FIRST HOURS
Continued.

ONCE YOU ARE IN

GENERAL Do the settings pass earlier in this guide before you skip cinematics.

GENERAL Save often, and watch how autosave behaves before you take a big risk. We don’t have official
save-system details.

GENERAL You don’t have to rush the story. Official copy puts a whole state in front of you. Seeing Vice
City — and the roads out of it — with your own eyes is the point of day one.

GENERAL If something is offered as a tutorial or tip, take it. We will not invent controls, money methods,
or “best first guns.”

GENERAL Screenshot or note places you want to revisit. Stay off spoiler feeds until you are ready.

CONFIRMED If you own Ultimate items or the Vintage Vice City Pack, official copy spreads those extras
across the story. Do not expect the full catalog in the first garage.

WHAT WE WILL NOT TELL YOU

Where the best money is. How a skill tree works. Whether you can switch characters on demand.
Those answers don’t exist in official materials yet, and we won’t fake them.

AFTER YOU PLAY

After you play, we’ll collect real launch-night findings from readers — preload sizes, what the first
hour actually felt like, what official patches drop. Reply once you’ve played. We’ll print the best of it,
with credit.
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